MEETING: | Dearne Area Council

T2 BARNSLEY DATE: Thursday, 25 November 2021
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Metropolitan Borough Councll TIME: 9.30 am

VENUE: Meeting Room 3, Barnsley Town Hall

MINUTES

Present Councillors Noble (Chair), Cain, Coates, Danforth and
Gollick

Attending Virtually Councillor Gardiner

Declarations of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests
There were no declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting of Dearne Area Council held on 15th
November, 2021 (Dac.25.11.2021/2)

The meeting received the minutes from the previous meeting of Dearne Area
Council.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Dearne Area Council meeting held on 15t
November, 2021 be approved as a true and correct record.

Neighbourhood Engagement Officer (Dac.25.11.2021/3)

The Area Council Manager introduced the item. It was noted that each of the six Area
Councils had Neighbourhood Engagement Officers. These had been employed on
fixed term contracts. The posts supported businesses, groups and residents in line
with up to date covid guidance.

Members heard that, within the Dearne area, the role had become integral to the time
and in addition to the covid specific work undertaken had also led on a significant
number of added value pieces of work. These included updating community notice
boards, mapping business in the area, developing ‘feature Fridays’ which served to
promote local businesses, working with the Housing Officer to address unsightly
houses and gardens, supporting pop-up Police stations, organising first aid courses,
developing a mental health resource pack and developing the Best Bar None
scheme in the area, amongst other things.

The report proposed allocating funding to extending the post for a further two years,
with the second year being subject to funding availability, performance and the need
for the post.

Members were very supportive of the proposal, noting the positive impact the officer
had made within the Dearne, going above and beyond.

RESOLVED that approval be given to extend the Neighbourhood Engagement
Officer Post for two years from 15' April, 2022 until 315t March, 2024, at a cost of



£33,500 per year, with the second year subject to performance, availability of finance
and continued need for the post.




